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once a week x; the rulers of the London Weavers performed
the duty at intervals of six weeks 2;   while at Norwich
inspection was made every three months or more often if
necessary 3.    As industry expanded the system of house-to-
house search began to break down, and at Coventry in 1518
a place was provided where cloth was to be brought two
days a week for inspection by the searchers 4.    Defaults in
workmanship were presented to the mayor and punished,
sometimes by the pillory, sometimes by expulsion from the
gild, but most commonly by fines of which half or more
went to the city and the rest to the gild 5.    If the defendant
denied the charge brought against him, the mayor referred
the case for decision to a jury of the men of the trade.
" When anything touching the said trade shall be presented
before the mayor or chamberlain by the sworn overseers as
being false and forfeitable, and the defendant shall wish
to contradict them, saying that it is allowable ;  then the
mayor and chamberlain shall send for four reputable men of
the said trade who shall be sworn to say the truth as to the
same ; and if any such thing shall be found on their oath to
be not allowable the same shall be forfeited and the defendant
shall incur the penalty above said.    And if it shall be found
to be allowable, then the masters who so wrongly presented
it shall incur the penalty aforesaid, and further shall pay
reasonable  damages"  to the  defendant  " for their false
plaint " 6.    A craftsman who hindered the searchers in the
1  Little Red Book of Bristol, ii. 77 (Fullers, 1406);  185 (Pewterers, 1457).
2  Consitt, The London Weavers' Company, i. 87.
8 Records of Norwich, ii. 282 (1449).         * Coventry Leet Book, iii. 657.
5 (i.) For presentation of bad work to the mayor, see infra, pp. 374, 381.
(ii.) For the pillory: Records of Leicester, ii. 195. (iii.) For expulsion :
supra, p. 330; infra, p. 353. (iv.) For the equal division of fines : Smith,
English Gilds, 332 ; Fox, Guild of Weavers in Bristol, 40 ; Marsh, Records
of the Carpenters' Company, ii. 253 ; Norfolk Antiquarian Miscellany, iii.
381. The London Drapers paid three-fourths of all forfeitures to the city
treasury, and retained one-fourth : Johnson, The Drapers* Company, i. 258.
The searchers of the London Cutlers " for their trouble and diligence in
searching for and presenting defaults in the trade " were rewarded with
** the third part of the fines levied for the defaults so by them presented " :
Welch, The Cutlers' Company, i. 262 (1380). The Tapestry-makers of
York gave the city two-thirds of their fines : York Memorandum Book,
i. 85. At Oxford the Cordwainers and Corvesors apparently paid all their
fines to the city : Arch&ological Journal, vi. 154.
6 Welch, The Cutlers' Company, i. 262 (1380).